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WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY DOC THAT PRESIDENT THTEU HAS 
APPROVED /‘AND WILL INSTRUCT AMBASSADOR SLAM TO MAKE FOLLOW I NG 
STATEMENT AT PARIS MEETING DEC 10V QT* IN HIS SPEECH ON OCTOBER 
7, PRESIDENT NIXON PROPOSED THE IMMEDIATE, UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE 
OF ALL PRISONERS OF WAR ON BOTH SIDES* THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF VIET- NAM STRONGLY SUPPORTED THIS INITIATIVE. THIS 
IS" A HUMANITARIAN ISSUE AND NEED; NOT -- AND SHOULD NOT -- AWAIT 
THE RESOLUTION OF OTHER MILITARY AND POLITICAL ISSUES. INDEED 
THE WORLD-WIDE CONCERN FOR THIS HUMANITARIAN ISSUE IS REFLECTED 
IN THE RECENT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ON THIS SUBJECT. THE 
HOLIDAY SEASON, WHEN MEN’S THOUGHTS TURN TO GOOD WILL TOWARD 
THEIR FELLOW MEN, . ISAN ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE TIME FOR 
MOVEMENT ON THIS HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM. I.HE GOVERNMENT: OF VIET- 
NAM, THEREFORE, PROPOSES THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF ALL NORTH 
VIETNAMESE - PR ISO NERS OF. WAR HELD IN SOUTH VIET- NAM IN EXCHANGE 
FOR THE : IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF GOVERNMENT OF VI ET-NAM PERSONNEL 
HELD 0 UTSIDE- SOUTH VIET- NAM AND, ALL US AND FREE WORLD PERSON NEL 
HELD BY THE' OTHER SIDE IN INDOCHINA. UNQTE 
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NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT ^F^'MlTHCnHZATlQN OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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